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A  PIONEER  OF  THE  GOSPEL  IN  SPAIN. 

(THE  LATE  MADAME  LOPEZ  RODRBGUEZ.) 

Many  of  our  kind  friends  in  England  and  readers  of  “The 
Letter  from  Spain’’,  received  last  march,  an  abltuary  announcing 
the  death  of  Madame  Lopez  Rodriguez  (nee  Murray)  beloved 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Luis  Lopez  Rodriguez,  Director  of  the  “Figueras' 
Mission  and  the  Spanish  Religious  Tract  and  Book  Society”. 

Madame  Rodriguez  passed  to  her  Eternal  Rest  at  3p.  m.  on 
Friday,  the  5thof  last  March  at  the  age  of  69.  Pastor  Rodriguez 
placed  most  fittingly  on  the  front  of  the  card,  which  gave  the  sad 
news,  the  following  verse: 

Death  hides:  but  cannot  divide 
Thou  art  but  on  Christ’s  other  side, 

Thou  art  in  Christ,  and  Christ  in  me, 

And  thus  united  still  are  we. 

Our  dear  friends  can  well  imagine  what  a  terrible  blow  the 
death  of  Madame  Rodriguez  has  been  to  Pastor  Rodriguez,  to  his 
son  Luis,  his  wife  and  Miss  Haigh  the  latter  for  over  20  years  a 
worker  in  the  Mission  and  who  till  the  last  moments  proved  to  be 
also  such  a  comfort  to  Madame^Rodriguez. 
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The  Figueras  Mission  has  lost  its  founder  and  most  arduous 
worker.  But  thank  God  the  work  has  not  died  with  her  as  others 
are  still  left  behind  to  continue  that  glorious  and  blessed  work  in 
Spain  which  Madame  Rodriguez  founded  in  1877.  This  Mission 
with  God's  help  will  always  continue  spreading  the  seed  of  Sal¬ 
vation,  and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  its  founder. 

Hundreds  of  our  readers  and  Christian  friends  in  England  and 
Spain  joined  in  the  sorrow  which  we  expressed  last  March,  when 
the  death  of  Madame  Rodriguez  was  announced,  and  we  can  only 
say  that  kind  Christian  love  and  sympathy  were  warmly  expressed 
in  every  letter,  post  card,  and  telegram,  which  has  been  such  a 
great  comfort  to  us  all  during  these  days  of  trouble  and  sorrow. 
Madame  Rodriguez  passed  away  after  a  very  long  illness  which 
for  years  she  bore  with  patience  and  Christian  hope,  these  being 
some  of  her^characteristics  which  so  often  impressed  those  who 
knew  her,  and  lovingly  cared  for  her  till  the  supreme  and  fata! 
moment.  Another  great  comfort  is  left  to  us  who  loved  her:  that 
now  she  can  see  “the  Glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus-Christ,” 
where  “God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes;  and  there 
shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither 
shall  there  be  any  moi;e  pain:  for  the  former  things  are  passed 
away.” 

In  this  Letter  to  our  dear  English  friends  we  can  only  give  a 
T)rief  account  of  the  life  of  Madame  Rodriguez,  what  she  did  for 
Christ  in  England  and  in  Spain,  and  what  she  helped  others  do  also 
for  the  salvation  of  souls. 

Her  work  has  been  a  great  one,  and  a  blessed  one. 

EARLY  YEARS. 

Madame  Rodriguez  was  born  the  2nd  of  October  1852,  in 
Bombay  aud  also  her  beloved  sister  the  late  M.r8  Stewart  Mathias, 
being  twin  sisters  and  the  danghters  of  an  Indian  officer.  They 
passed  their  early  years  in  an  English  Country  Rectory  and 
subsequently  they  were  placed  in  Moravian  Schools  in  England 
and  Germany.  They  left  the  latter  to  join,  their  parents  who  were 
returning  from  India,  their  step-father  Colonel  Baynes  having  by 
then  retired  from  the  army* 

When  quite  young,  both  sisters  were  cotnfirmed  desiring  with 
all  their  hearts  to  be  Christ’s  “faithful  soldiers  and  servants  to 
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Cossington  Rectory. 

their  lives’end.”  The  following  week  they  were  taken  by  their 
parents  to  a  military  ball,  but  feeling  that  so  far  from  keeping 
their  solemn  promise  to  “renounce  the  world”,  they  had  taken  the 
first  step  into  a  vortex  of  gaiety.  They  both  expressed  to  their 
parents  their  wish  that  it  might  be  their  last  ball,  which  proved 
to  be  the  case. 

The  two  sisters  felt  that  they  were  set  apart  to  labour  for  the 
Master  and  consecrate  their  service  unto  the  Lord.  Adopting  each 
one  to  herself  the  beautiful  words  of  ihe  late  Miss  Frances  Ridey 
Havergal: 

“Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be 

Consecrated  Lord  to  Thee. 

Take  my  moments  and  my  days; 

Let  them  flow  in  ceaseless  praise. 

Take  my  hands,  and  let  them  move 

At  the  impulse  of  Thy  love. 

Take  my  feet,  and  let  them  be 

Swift  and  beautiful  for  Thee. 

Take  my  voice,  and  let  me  sing 

Always,  only  for  my  King. 

Take  my  lips,  and  let  them  be 

Filled  with  messages  from  Thee. 
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Take  my  intellect,  and  use 
Every  power  as  Thou  shalt  choose. 

Take  my  will,  and  make  it  Thine, 

It  shall  be  no  longer  mine. 

Take  my  heart,  it  is  Thine  own 
It  shall  be  Thy  royal  Throne. 

Take  my  love  my  Lord  I  pour 
At  Thy  feet  its  treasure-store. 

Take  myselt,  and  I  will  be 
Ever  only  all  for  Thee.” 

THEIR  FIRST  WORK,  THE  BIBLE  FLOWER  MISSION. 

Their  first  days  of  work  and  abnegation  were  spent  in  London, 
where  they  lived  with  their  parents  at  Kensington  Park  Gardens. 
At  once  they  found  plenty  of  congenial  occupation  in  connection 
with  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  a  Coffee  Palace,  and  best  loved  of  all  the 
“Bible  Flower  Mission.”  Miss  Macpherson,  that  noble  rescuer 
of  waifs  and  strays,  kindly  lent  a  room  in  her  Home  of  Industry 
for  a  depot  and  the  Misses  Murray  soon  gathered  round  them  a 
goodly  band  of  young  ladies  of  independent  means  to  visit  the 
London  hospitals  and  work  houses,  giving  bouquets  and  texts  to 
the  patients  and  inmates.  What  untold  pleasure  the  flowers  gave, 
Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  results  of  the  sweet  messages  of  a 
Saviour’s  love. 

The  Coffee  Palace  was  a  real  missionary  centre  where  the 
gospel  was  preached,  and  where  many  were  saved  for  Christ. 
Miss  Murray  brought  numbers  of  sinners  from  the  street  to  the 
Coffee  Palace  so  that  they  might  hear  the  message  of  love  and 
Truth.  How  many  will  now  be  serving  the  Lord  in  His  Glory 
who  heard  His  Name  for  the  first  time  in  the  Coffee  Palace  1 

Miss  Murray  served  the  Lord  with  zeal  in  her  youthful  days, 
night  and  day  she  toiled,  till  her  feet  were  tired,  and  could  do  no 
more. 

AT  THE  MOORFIELDS  HOSPITAL. 

One  afternoon  the  sisters  set  out  with  baskets  laden  with 
fragant  flowers  for  the  sufferers  in  Moorfields  Hospital.  Seeing 
a  new  patient,  Miss  Murray  was  about  to  address  him,  when  the 
nurse  remarked  “It  is  of  no  use  giving  him  a  text,  for  he  is  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  besides,  he  can’t  speak  English”,  “I  will  at 
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least  offer  him  a  little  bouquet,”  answered  the  young  lady.  But 
what  about  a  text  ? 

A  SPANISH  ROMANIST  ACCEPTS  A  GOSPEL  TEXT. 

Surely  it  was  the  Lord’s  ordering  that  for  the  first  time  she 
had  brought  a  French  one.  Hoping  that  the  patient  understood 
that  language,  and  selecting  a  pretty  bunch  of  flowers,  she  offered 
it  with  a  silent  prayer  for  help  and  blessing.  The  Spaniard  was 
cheered  by  the  roses,  and  listened  attentively  to  the  text,  a  most 
appropriate  one:  “There  is  one  God,  and  one  Mediator  between 
God  and  men,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus.”  After  pointing  him  to  the 
great  High  Priest,  she  asked  if  he  would  accept  a  Spanish  Bible. 
He  replied  in  fluent  French,  expressing  gratitude  for  her  kindness, 
but  politely,  yet  firmly,  declining  the  proffered  gift,  adding,  “It  is 
a  bad,  forbidden  book;  besides,  to-morrow  morning  1  shall  leave 
the  hospital.” 

DIFFICULTY  IN  OBTAINING  A  SPANISH  BIBLE 

On  reaching  home,  Miss  Murray  found  that  there  was  to  be  a 
dinner-party  that  night,  thus  making  it  most  difficult  for  her  to 
procure  the  promised  Spanish  Bible.  After  trying  at  several 
shops,  she  went  back  to  the  first  one,  and  begged  the  man  to  “have 
another  look.”  On  a  top  shelf,  thick  with  dust,  he  fouad  a 
second-hand  copy  of  the  much  desired  Book.  The  post  office  being 
closed,  the  next  difficulty  was  to  get  it  taken  to  the  City.  This 
was  met  by  Miss  Murray  persuading  one  of  her  father’s  guests  to 
take  the  precious  volume  to  the  Moorfields  Eye  Hospital  that 
night.  Sefior  PrSvi,  the  Spaniard,  received  and  took  it  away 
with  him,  and,  impelled  by  an  irresistible  impulse,  at  once  began 
to  study  its  sacred  pages.  ; 

SEftOR  PREVI’S  CONVERSION 

Six  months  passed  by,  and  again  the  tall  Spaniard  was  a 
patient  in  the  Eye  Hospital.  Warmly  greeting  the  flower  ladies, 
he  said:  “I  have  read  that  book  you  gave  me,  and  have  found  in  it 
la  veritd.”  “But  what  do  you  think  is  la  verity  ?”  inquired  the 
visitor.  “It  is  all  in  one  text,”  he  replied;  “There  is  one  God, 
and  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus.” 
The  seed  had  fallen  into  “good  ground,”  for  the  reality  of  his 
conversion  was  subsequently  proved  by  his  devoting  time  after 
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business  to  distributing  Gospels  and  tracts  on  board  Spanish 
vessels.  * 

A  FORTUNE  GIVEN  UP  FOR  CHRIST’S  SAKE. 

His  faith  was  severely  tested  by  a  letter  from  his  uncle,  in 
whose  charge  Don  Domingo  Pr6vi,  captain  of  the  Port  of  Malaga, 
had  left  his  only  son,  shortly  before  his  death.  The  letter  contained 
a  promise  from  the  uncle  to  hand  over  the  patrimony  left  to  his 
nephew  if  the  latter  would  give  up  the  Protestant  faith;  but 
should  he  refuse  to  do  so,  the  property  would  be  given  to  the 
Church.  Senor  Previ  positively  declined  to  comply,  esteeming 
the  reproach  of  Christ  “greater  riches”  than  his  father’s  wealth,  or 
his  uncle’s  favour. 

After  a  time,  he  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  carry  the  Gospel 
into  a  part  of  Spain  (alas  !  there  are  many)  where  it  had  never  been 
preached,  and  in  due  course  was  received  into  Harley  House 
Missionary  College  preparatory  to  going  forth.  This  he  did, 
accompanied  by  a  fellow-student.  For  three  years  Senor  Previ 
laboured  devotedly,  and  founded  with  remarkable  success,  the 
Figueras  Mission,  till  called  “Home”  to  his  bright  reward.  A 
week  or  two  after  his  death,  his  companion  returned  to  his  own 
country,  and  temporary  workers  were  obtained,  till  the  Rev.  L. 
Lopez  Rodriguez  became  director  of  the  Mission. 

A  DOUBLE  WEDDING. 

Miss  Murray,  accompanied  by  her  sister  and  some  lady  friends, 
spent  two  winters  in  Figueras,  and  being  anxious  to  devote  herself 
to  the  work  took  especial  interest  in  the  women  and  girls.  In 
1882  a  double  wedding  took  place  in  St.  John’s  Church,  Notting 
Hill;  that  of  Miss  Murray,  to  Rev.  Luis  Lopez  Rodriguez,  and 
her  sister,  Miss  Georgina  Murray,  to  Rev.  J.  C.  Stewart  Mathias, 
youngest  son  of  Archdeacon  Mathias. 

The  Rev.  L.  and  Madame  Lopez  Rodriguez  were  joined  in 
their  work  by  his  brother  Don  Alexander,  (afterwards  the  editor 
of  El  Heraldo)  with  other  Spanish  workers. 

DEATH  OF  COLONEL  BAYNES,  THE 
1st  HON.  TREAS.  OF  THE  MISSION. 

Colonel  Baynes,  Madame  Lopez  Rodriguez’  step-father  acted 
for  seven  years  as  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Mission,  for  the  financial 
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part  of  which  his  daughter  had  made  herself  responsible.  As 

soon  as  public  subscriptions  were  received,  a  report,  with  donation 
list  and  balance-sheet,  was  issued.  The  death  in  1889,  of  this 
kind  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Mission,  1  •.*  Hon.  Treas.  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  work  of  the  Mission  in  Spain.  Since  then, 
“the  grain  of  mustard  seed”  has  become  “a  great  tree,”  whose 
branches  have  spread  all  over  the  entire  province  of  Qerona. 

MISS  MURRAY’S  LITERARY  WORK  IN  ENGLAND. 


During  hours  of  rest  and  leisure,  Madame  Rodriguez  studied 
music  and  literature,  constantly  using  her  pen  to  bring  souls  to 
Christ,  just  as  she  did  in  the  other  branches  of  work  mentioned. 
Among  her  many  writings,  were  the  following:  “How  to  help  the 
Bible  Flower  Mission,”  an  interesting  appeal  written  when  Miss 
Murray  was  the  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  “Bible  Flower  Mission”  in 
London;  “A  day  at  the  Bible  Flower  Mission;”  “Story  of  a 
a  Mission  in  North  Spain  or  fruits  of  the  Bible  Flower  Mission;” 
“A  Growing  work  in  Spain,”  published  also  in  the  Christian  in 
1881  and  widely  read.  We  may  also  mention  the  poem  “This 
Year  Also.”  But  her  two  most  important  works,  were:  “Edith 
Hinton  or  twice  Blest”  and  “Hazelworth  Court,”  the  latter  a  tale 
of  the  times,  containing  168  pages.  This  interesting  book  was 
most  favourably  criticised  by  the  English  press  especially  by  the 
“Bath  Chronicle,”  “The  Christian”  of  London,  “Christian  Press 
of  Glasgow,  and  by  the  “Church  Association.” 

Anybody  after  reading  these  books  will  have  found  helpful 
thoughts,  having  been  for  many  the  means  under  God’s  hand 
of  bringing  Romanists  and  infidels  to  Christ.  Miss  Murray  was 
never  idle  like  many  who  are  miserable  for  something  to  do,  and 
so  her  writings  proved  eloquently  that  her  life  was  employed  day 
and  night  for  Christ,  putting  into  practice  the  following  verse 

which  she  so  often  quoted  during  her  life  time:— 

Let  none  hear  you  idly  saying 
There  is  nothing  I  can  do, 

While  the  souls  of  men  are  dying 
And  the  Master  caHs  for  you. 


Take  the  task  He  gives  you  gladly, 
Let  His  work  your  pleasure  be; 
Answer  quickly  when  He  calleth.— 
Here  am  I,  send  me,  send  me  1 
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Madame  Rodriguez  a  Pioneer  of  the  gospel  in  Spain. 

Madame  Rodriguez  and  her  husband  Rev.  Luis  Lopez 
Rodriguez,  commenced  a  great  work  in  Spain  having  to  deal  at 
first  with  many  kinds  of  difficulties,  due  to  the  fanaticism  of  the 
people,  but  they  were  overcome  successfully,  thanks  to  God’s  help 
and  their  perseverance.  Soon  the  Figueras  Mission  began  to  be 
known  ail  over  the  Province,  and  the  protestants,  as  they  were 
called,  worked  without  ceasing. 

'  Madame  Rodriguez  took  a  special  interest  in  the  young  wo¬ 
men,  founding  a  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Several  Sunday  Schools  were 
opened  in  different  villages.  Her  Sunday  School  class  in  Figue¬ 
ras  was  her  untiring  delight.  She  had  great  faith  in  Sun¬ 
day  Schools,  as  there  the  young  hearts  are  brought  to  Him  who 
said:  ‘"Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me”  !  In  this  work 
Madame  Rodriguez  laboured  for  years  till  her  health  prevented 
her  from  leaving  her  room.  She  was  convinced  that  her  labour 
of  love  was  not  in  vain,  and  we  still  remember  the  following 
words  she  sometimes  quoted  when  talking  of  Sunday  School 

ALL  MY  CLASS  FOR  JESUS. 

“My  precious  class  for  Jesus, 

Who  did  so  much  for  me, 

Who  paid  the  price  that  justice  claimed, 

In  hours  of  agony. 

‘Tis  little,  O  my  Saviour, 

That  my  weak  hand  can  give  ! 

Oh  !  let  me  win  these  thoughtless  ones 
To  look  to  Thee  and  live. 

For  Jesus  !  oh  !  for  Jesus  ! 

The  time  is  fleeting  fast, 

The  holy  sabbaths  hasten  by, 

Soon,  soon,  will  come  the  last. 

Oh  !  teachers,  toil  for  Jesus, 

As  ne’er  ye  toiled  before. 

That  each  may  bear  a  precious  sheaf, 

To  yonder  shining  shore.” 

The  next  beautiful  work  from  a  human  and  Christian  point  of 
view,  was  her  excellent  idea  of  founding  a  Medical  Mission. 
This  branch  of  the  Mission  met  at  first  with  financial  difficulties, 
but  her  desire  was  accomplished  and  for  some  years  we  have  had 
a  special  building  with  a  doctor  employed,  a  dispensary  and  an  up 
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to  date  X  Rays  department,  where  lupus,  cancer  and  other  terrible 
diseases  are  cured. 

This  work  has  brought  forth  splendid  results,  specially  in  this 
fanatical  Province,  for  it  removes  prejudice  and  turns  many 
enemies  into  good  friends.  Once  the  body  is  healed,  it  is  easier 
to  win  the  soul  for  Christ.  We  may  say  that  many,  over  44,751 
patients  have  derived  benefit  from  our  Medical  Mission.  In  several 
villages  suitable  buildings  were  at  once  raised.  Day  and  night 
Schools  were  held  and  also  services,  and  Sunday  Schools, 
thousands  of  children  having  passed  through  them  learning  how  to 
love  Christ  and  being  well  armed  by  Scripture  teaching  against 
the  errors  of  Rome  and  infidelity. 

It  was  considered  necessary  that  the  Figueras  Mission  should 
have  a  monthly  illustrated  evangelical  paper,  and  “El  Heraldo”. 
The  Herald,  soon  began  to  carry  all  over  Spain  the  Gospel  of 
Truth.  “El  Heraldo”  has  been  published  without  ceasing  for  35 
years. 

Madame  Rodriguez  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
important  “Spanish  Religious  Tract  and  Book  Society”,  that 
has  printed  and  given  freely  thousands  and  thousands  of  gospels, 
tracts,  Sunday  School  Lessons  and  Bibles. 

This  Society  is  considered  one  of  the  most  important  evange¬ 
lical  works  in  Spain. 

Another  branch  of  the  work  in  which  Madame  Rodriguez  took 
a  great  interest,  is  the  Mothers  Meeting.  Since  the  foundation  of 
the  Mission  and  Tract  Society,  Madame  Rodriguez  has  been  the 
Hon.  Sec.,  giving  her  life  for  the  work,  using  her  marked  talent 
and  Christian  influence  for  the  sake  of  Him  whom  she  loved  as 
Redeemer  and  Saviour.  For  thirty  eight  years  she  has  been  an 
indefatigable  worker  in  the  Mission  and  the  unfailing  helpmeet  of 
her  husband  Pastor  Rodriguez. 

HER  LAST  VISIT  TO  ENGLAND. 

If  any  one  deserved  a  rest  after  a  hard  winter’s  work,  that 
was  Madame  Rodriguez,  and  nothing  gave  her  so  much  pleasure 
and  happiness,  as  going  back  to  her  Mother  country  which  she 
loved  dearly,  to  spend  some  weeks  with  kind  Christian  friends,  and 
interest  others  in  the  Mission. 

Madame  Rodriguez,  her  husband  and  Miss  Haigh,  arrived  in 
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London  on  Augost  the  2.nd  of  last  year.  During  the  summer 
Pastor  Rodriguez’  son  was  in  charge  of  the  Work.  Madame 
Rodriguez  soon  began  to  derive  benefit  from  the  change  and  rest, 
but  at  the  end  of  Sep.  she  had  a  strong  attack  of  influenza  with 
bronchia!  pneumonia.  Her  two  doctors  did  not  allow  her  to  return 
to  Spain  till  Oct.  20,  and  that  was  the  first  time  she  had  left  her 
sick  room  to  start  in  a  London  fog  for  Spain  amid  the  fears  of  her 
kind  hostess  Miss  Manson,  whom  she  loved  as  a  sister. 

CAME  HOME  TO  DIE. 

On  crossing  the  English  Channel,  the  sun  soon  changed  the 
cold  wind  into  a  summer’s  day,  the  fog  had  cleared  away,  and 
Pastor  Rodriguez  and  Miss  Haigh  took  Madame  Rodriguez  on 
deck  to  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  bracing  air.  Then  Madame 
Rodriguez  saw  for  the  last  time  the  white  “ Cliffs  of  her  “Old 
Country,”  the  history  of  past  days  crossing  through  her  imagi¬ 
nation,  hoping  soon  to  get  home  to  her  “New  Country,”  she  little 
thought  at  the  moment,  that  the  end  of  her  beautiful  life, consecrated 
to  her  Master,  was  drawing  to  a  close! 

The  next  day  at  3.p  m-  they  arrived  at  Cerbere,  the  French 
frontier.  The  blue  Mediterrenean,  the  green  vineyards,  the  pure 
air  which  came  in  through  the  window,  and  the  merry  sunshine 
felt  over  head,  told  the  travellers  that  sunny  Spain  was  not  far 
off.  Their  son  Luis,  his  wife  and  little  girl  met  them  at  the  Fron¬ 
tier  with  glad  welcomes.  Madame  Rodriguez  was  so  ill  and  tired, 
that  she  could  hardly  walk.  Leaning  on  Pastor  Rodriguez'arm  she 
managed  to  get  in  the  train  that  took  them  all  to  Spain. 

At  4-30  they  arrived  at  Figueras,  “home  again”  !  as  Madame 
Rodriguez  said  to  those  who  welcomed  the  travellers,  and  just 
before  tea,  thanks  to  God  were  given  for  havihg  spared  her  life 
and  for  safe  arrival. 

But  although  every  thing  in  the  garden  and  fields  looked 
exuberant,  although  the  sun  during  the  winter  months  never  ceased 
to  shine,  Madame  Rodriguez  did  not  recuperate  as  she  did  other 
winters.  Day  after  day  her  strength  began  to  fail,  but  not 
withstanding  her  great  weakness,  she  managed  to  write  her  last 
Record  of  the  Spanish  Tract  Society.  Our  hopes  of  saving  her 
life  soon  failed,  and  quickly  everything  became  cheerless  and 
changed  to  what  it  always  had  been. 

Every  possible  means  that  modern  science  could  provide  were 
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used,  all  love  and  care  of  dear  ones  could  not  make  things  better, 
she  came  too  late  and  too  weak  from  her  “Old  Country”  to 
recover.  After  a  few  days  in  bed,  semi  coma  followed,  and 
Madame  Rodriguez  passed  quietly  away  to  a  better  Home  on  the 
5.th  of  last  March. 

We  shall  never  forget  that  day,  it  was  a  still  afternoon,  the 
sun  was  shining  brightly  as  usual,  but  sadness  and  mourning  dwelt 
in  the  hearts  of  those  who  had  cared  for  her,  and  lovingly  nursed 
her  day  and  night  till  the  last. 

The  funeral  was  most  impressive.  We  saw  many  a  sad  face 
at  the  graves  side.  Many  a  tear  was  shed  by  women  and  children, 
mothers  whom  she  visited  and  helped, little  ones  to  whom  not  long 
ago  she  had  taught  a  text  in  her  Sunday  School  class,  and  others 
who  stood  apart  downcast,  silently  impressed,  remembering  no 
doubt  how  much  good  Madame  Rodriguez  had  done  to  humanity 
in  her  “New  Country.” 

The  Mission  has  lost  its  most  valuable  and  beloved  worker. 
The  Protestant  Cause  in  Spain  one  of  its  first  pioneers  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  We  are  sure  that  all  those  who  knew  Madame  Rodriguez 
will  never  forget  her  sweet  nature,  her  talents  which  she  offered 
to  the  Service  of  Christ,  and  her  sympathetic  disposition. 

We  may  well  remind  our  kind  readers  and  friends,  that  during 
her  last  years  of  missionary  life,  although  constantly  ill  and  weak, 
she  refused  to  give  in  or  give  up  till  the  same  day  her  work  was 
finished,  and  she  collapsed.  She  was  determined  to  work  till  the 
end  of  her  life  for  her  Saviour,  and  she  did  so. 

Madame  Rodriguez’s  life  and  history  are  a  beautiful  example 
of  what  a  Christian  life  can  do  in  this  world  for  Him. 

Now  she  is  in  His  presence.  She  will  have  heard  her  Lord 
say  unto  her:  * 

“Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant; 
thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things, 

I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things; 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord.” 

SAFELY  HOME. 

I  am  home  in  heaven,  dear  ones; 

Oh  !  so  happy  and  so  bright ! 

There  is  perfect  joy  and  beauty 

In  this  everlasting  light. 
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All  the  pain  and  grief  are  over, 

Every  restless  tossing  past; 

I  am  now  at  peace  for  ever, 

Safely  home  in  heaven  at  last ! 

Do  yon  wonder  I  so  calmly 
Trod  the  valley  of  the  shade  ? 

Ah  !  but  Jesu’s  love  ilumined 
Every  dark  and  fearful  glade. 

And  He  came  himself  to  meet  me, 

In  that  way  so  hard  to  tread, 

And  when  He  was  close  beside  me 
Could  I  have  one  doubt  or  dread  ? 

Then  you  must  not  grieve  *6  sorely, 

For  I  love  you  dearly  still; 

Try  to  look  beyond  earth’s  shadows, 

Pray  to  trust  our  Father’s  will. 

There  ig  work  still  waiting  for  you, 

So  you  must  not  idly  stand; 

Do  it  now  while  life  remaineth; 

You  shall  rest  in  Jesu's  land. 

When  the  work  is  all  completed, 

He  will  gently  call  you  home; 

Oh,  the  rapture  of  that  meeting! 

Oh,  the  joy  to  see  you  come  ! 

Our  Auditor. 

Our  kind  friends  will  be  sorry  to  hear,  that  our  auditor  Mr.  George  Lewis, 
has  had  to  retire  from  business  owing  to  his  advanced  age,  and  has  been 
obliged  in  coasequence  to  discontinue  being  our  Auditor. 

Mr.  Lewis  has  been  the  Auditor  of  the  Mission  since  its  origin.  He 
heard  of  our  work  in  a  meeting  Madame  Rodriguez  gave  in  the  Home  of 
Industry  in  London,  and  was  so  impressed  by  the  account  given,  that  he 
offered  to  help  us  in  our  work.  Our  dear  friend  has  been  our  Honorary  Auditor, 
using  his  free  time  to  do  the  accounts  of  the  Figueras  Mission  and  Tract 
Society. 

We  may  thank  God  that  for  so  many  years  we  have  had  such  a  kind  and 
active  Auditor,  and  only  regret  that  ill  health  and  advanced  age  has  compelled 
him  to  retire  from  business  to  a  quiet  life.  We  desire  to  thank  Mr.  Lewis  in 
this  Letter,  for  all  he  has  done  so  willingly  for  Christ’s  work  in  Spain,  proving 
himself  such  a  real  friend  and  admirer  of  missionary  work. 

Our  New  Auditor.  * 

When  our  dear  friend  Mr.  Lewis  wrote  to  us  regretting  to  resign  our 
Auditorship,  we  asked  Gad  to  help  us  find  another  suitable  one  who 
would  take  a  Christian  interest  in  our  work,  and  we  are  glad  to  give  the  good 
news  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Collier  of  Chipstead  Lane,  Riverhead,  Sevenoak*, 


—  15  — 

ha*  offered  to  take  hi*  place,  having  been  for  many  years  deeply  interested 
and  aquainted  with  missionary  work  all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  Collier  has  taken  a  warm  interest  in  our  work,  and  has  expressed 
every  desire  to  help  us,  considering  it  a  privilege  to  attend  to  the  accounts 
of  the  Mission.  We  may  well  thank  God  for  this  answer  to  prayer. 

The  Late  Barbara  Minnet. 

Some  of  our  English  friends  who  on  different  occasions  have  visited  the 

Mission  spending  a  few  days 
with  us,  will  remember  our  old 
cook  Mrs.  Minnet.  She  was 
born  in  India  in  1844  and  came 
to  Spain  in  1883  to  nurse  Pastor 
Rodriguez’sson, after  wards  offe¬ 
ring  her  services  as  cook  to  the 
Mission  House,  which  proposal 
Madame  Rodriguez  accepted 
gladly  as  in  those  days  servants 
would  not  live  with  protestants. 

For  years  she  has  been  the 
comfort  of  Madame  Rodriguez, 
and  has  helped  on  various  occas¬ 
ions  in  the  Lord’s  work. Mrs.  Min- 
m  t  had  four  years  ago  an  attack 
of  paralisis  and  nnfortunatly  did 
not  reeover.gettirg  worse  every 
day  till  coma  followed,  passing 
away  severity  days  before  the 
death  of  Madame  Rodriguez. 

This  year  has  been  a  very 
sad  one  for  us  all,  but  our  trust 
in  God  will  give  us  strength  to 
continue  fighting  the  good  fight 
of^faith. 

Wanted. 

An  English  lady  worker  of 
independent  means  is  very  much  needed  to  help  us  carry  on  the  work. 
Figueras  is  quite  a  short  journey  from  London.  The  Director  of  the  Mission 
will  be  pleased  to  give  any  neccessary  information. 

The  Last  Sale  of  Work 

Our  annual  sale  of  work  was  held  last  October  by  our  dear  friend  Miss 
Manson,  at  24  Westbourne  Gardens,  London,  W.  Owing  to  the  strike  many 
friends  could  not  attend,  and  in  consequence  the  result  was  not  so  successful 
as  we  hoped.  The  total  amount  made  from  the  sale  £2012. 

We  trust  JD.  V.  next  year  to  be  present  at  our  sale,  hoping  that  all 
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those  friends  interested  in  the  Mission  will  help  us  send  forth  the  Light  of  the 
Word  of  God  by  forwarding  any  useful  or  attractive  needle  work  to  Miss- 
Manson,  at  24  Westbourne  Gardens,  so  that  by  the  efforts  and  generous 
gifts  of  some,  and  the  prayers  of  others,  the  next  sale  maybe  more  successful 
than  the  last. 

Our  kind  friend  Miss.  Manson  will  be  very  pleased  to  hear  from  any  one 
wishing  to  help  in  this  way  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel  in  Spain. 

Mothers  Meeting. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  Mission,  we  have  held  Mothers  meetings  in  this 
town  and  other  villages.  In  these  meetings  the  mothers  knit  stockings  for 
the  poor,  and  during'their  work  they  sing  gospel  hymns  and  Scripture  is  simply 
explained  to  them.  We  have  had  many  encouraging  results  from  this  work. 
Lately  an  old  mother  who  for  25  years  attended  most  faithfully  the  services, 
and  the  mothers  meeting,  asked  to  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper. 

This  work  we  find  is  most  important,  but  without  special  help  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  carry  it  on  much  longer.  We  regret  to,  mention  that  the 
Mission  has  lost  a  valuable  friend  in  (he  death  of  Miss  Chalmers,  of  Ed¬ 
inburgh,  who  died  last  summer.  She  used  to  take  a  great  interest  in  our 
Mother’s  meetings  and  help  our  poor  most  generously.  Now,  unfortunatly  we 
have  lost  that  dear  friend  and  helper,  but  we  trust  that  some  other  friend  in 
England  will  take  her  place  so  that  this  branch  of  the  work  which  has  gone 
on  succesfully  since  the  foundation  of  the  Mission,  will  not  cease  for  lack  of 
funds.  This  misfortune  would  naturally,  delight  the  Roman  Catholic  ladies 
who  try  by  other  means  to  take  the  Mothers  away  from  our  meetings. 

Who  will  come  forward  to  help  our  poor  women? 

Bible  Classes. 

The  last  Bible  class  given  by  Pastor  Rodriguez  in  his  house,  was  extremely 
well  attended.  For  many  years  we  have  had  these  family  meetings  of  prayer 
and  Bible  study,  proving  to  be  very  satisfactory  as  they  bring  our  converts 
and  friends  together  in  Christian  fellowship. 

At  the  end  of  these  meetings,  coffee  is  passed  round  to  all  in  the  dining 
room,  which  young  and  old  enjoy,  specially  during  (he  winter  montfs. 

We  do  our  utmost  to  bring  people  to  hear  the  message  of  Redemption,  and 
knes  into  light  and  only  regret  that  more  can  not  be  done  for  lack  of  funds. 

OLD  CHRISTMAS  CARDS. 

Please  send  DIRECT  to  Figueras  to  save  time  and 
postage.  Spanish  Texts  to  paste  on  the  back  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  - 

Miss  Baxter. 

11  Leamington  Road  Villas, 

Westbourne  Park. 

London.  W. 


TRAYTER,  Printer,  Figueras., 


